
Budget Planning Worksheet

Introduction
If you don’t have much experience hiring a design firm, this document may sort out a few things for 
you before you send up a project brief.  The prices you’ll find on this worksheet are not industry 
standards, nor are they meant to be solid figures.  They are merely guidelines to give you some idea of 
the rate structure that we’ve developed for our company’s effectiveness and profitability.  

Evaluate Your Priorities
Hiring a web design and development agency is much like purchasing a car: you can choose basic 
transportation, high-end luxury, or many steps in-between.  Even then, you’ll be faced with option 
packages and many potential changes in the final price of the vehicle, all depending on your needs and 
specific tastes.  You may be willing to compromise in one area to gain in another, etc.

By the way, we’re Volvo enthusiasts and consider ourselves firmly in the Volvo pricing area of this 
analogy.  Dependable, safe, understated, upscale without being snooty ...  We don’t like snooty.

Our Rates
Hourly Rates
$64/hour, prorated to the nearest quarter-hour.  This hourly rate is for all types of project work, 
design, illustration, coding, consultation, etc.  We also offer a prepaid, discounted hourly rate 
structure that we call Studio Time, which works similar to a retainer.  Please contact us for details.

Minimum Budget F or a Full Development Project
We’ve chosen not to accept ground-up projects with a budget lower than $2000.  The reasoning behind 
this is simple:  we’re very particular, meticulous, and turn out quality work.  That takes time, and 
we’re not going to compromise our reputation and our level of quality by lowering standards for a low-
budget project.  The time and effort that we’d put into a $700 project would be the same time and 
effort that we’d put into a $2000 project.
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Basic Site Features
Our most basic design services usually include at least the following:

• Custom design concept (including logo and graphics)
• Hand-crafted, valid, standards-compliant XHTML & CSS code
• A well thought-out site application, pursuant to your needs and site goals

• All pages will meet Priority 1 of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0
• Several hours of personal consultation
• Expert advice on industry trends pertaining to site goals

• 100% Guarantee

Optional Project Consider ations
1. Usability Testing ($100 and up)  - Paid participants are interviewed and observed trying out the 

site’s features.  It can be argued that you will pay for usability testing no matter what: either you 
have your site tested while in development, or risk losing revenue due to usability problems with 
the site later on.  

2. Database Integr ation ($250 and up)  - Portions of your site’s information are stored in a database, 
and are available for sorting, retrieval, and other management.  Examples include user 
information, product information, etc.

3. Higher Level of Accessibility ($150 and up)  - Depending on your target audience (and possible 
legal requirements), you may need to provide a higher level of accessibility on your site.  This is 
not just about disabled users: it may simply be about the features on your site degrading gracefully 
for older web browsers, users who have certain web features disabled, users on slow dial-up 
connections, users behind corporate firewalls, etc.

4. Professional Copy ($varies)  - Hiring a professional copy writer may seem a bit frivolous at first, 
but at least consider asking for a quote from a few.  Some charge per word, and they can usually 
say more in a single sentence than you can in an entire paragraph.

5. Professional Photogr aphy ($25 and up)  - You may either use stock photography or you may hire a 
photographer to capture particular images.  If you have many products to photograph for online 
listings, please consider hiring it out.

6. Content Management System ($250 and up)  - Your site’s content and data is made editable 
through a custom back-end administrative interface.  You do not have to know any of the behind-
the-scenes code, and you may edit almost anything on your site.

7. Media Content ($varies)  - If you have audio or video to publish, we’d strongly recommend the use 
of a media agency.  Actors who provide voice-overs are much more well-trained than your office 
receptionist and the difference will be very noticeable.
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Sample Budget Worksheet
This sample worksheet is for a fictitious company that’s seeking a completely new site that they can 
easily manage, and their users can easily navigate and use.  They have no graphics or logo to start 
with, but they do have all of the page content written and ready to paste.  They project that they’ll 
need to have approximately 12 pages of content, with a user-registration form, payment method, and a 
member’s-only area of the site.  The back-end will need to be simple to use and intuitive.

Deliver ables Cost

Main Site Features

 - Design Prototyping (style guide, graphics, layout, & typography) $975.00

 - Logo Design $395.00

 - Application Programming (forms, registration, payment, login, etc.) $775.00

 - Database Programming & Integration $445.00

Extra Features

 - Content Management System (page editor, photo uploader, user management, etc.) $450.00

 - Usability Testing (4 hours with users of various backgrounds) $200.00

 - Stock Photography $50.00

The Freebies

 - Personal Consultation $0.00

 - Browser Testing/Troubleshooting, Code Validation, Page Screenshots $0.00

 - Backup of site on CDROM or DVD $0.00

 - Service & Support (12 weeks support) $0.00

 - 100% Guarantee $0.00

Total  Cost of Project $3,290.00

Still Have Questions?
We’ll be happy to answer any questions you may have about your project.  Please give us a call during 
business hours or email us anytime.

Michael Guill - 662-253-5294 - mike@107designs.com
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